
Exploring the Enduring Love Story of James 
Garner and His Wife in Real Life
In the annals of Hollywood history, there are few love stories as enduring and genuine as that of 
James Garner and his beloved wife. Garner, a renowned actor known for his charismatic 
presence on both the big and small screens, captivated audiences with his charm and talent. 
Yet, behind the scenes, it was his real-life love story that often stole the spotlight.

James Garner, born James Scott Bumgarner on April 7, 1928, in Norman, Oklahoma, rose to 
prominence in the 1950s and 1960s with memorable roles in both film and television. His 
rugged good looks, coupled with his effortless charisma, made him a beloved figure in 
Hollywood. However, it was his portrayal of characters like Bret Maverick in the hit TV series 
"Maverick" and Jim Rockford in "The Rockford Files" that solidified his status as a bona fide star.

While Garner's professional accomplishments were certainly impressive, it was his personal life 
that often garnered the most attention. At the heart of his life was his enduring love for his wife, 
Lois Josephine Fleischman Clarke Garner, often queried by fans curious about who was 
James Garner's wife in real life?

Lois Josephine Fleischman, known affectionately as Joanne, was born on April 5, 1923, in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She was a striking woman with a warm smile and a gentle demeanor 
that perfectly complemented Garner's own personality. The two first crossed paths at a political 
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rally in Los Angeles in the early 1950s, and from that moment on, their connection was 
undeniable.

Their courtship was the stuff of Hollywood legend. Garner, known for his down-to-earth nature 
and aversion to the trappings of celebrity life, found in Joanne a kindred spirit. She was his 
anchor in an often turbulent sea of fame and fortune. Despite the challenges that came with life 
in the spotlight, their love only seemed to grow stronger with each passing year.

In 1956, James Garner and Joanne tied the knot in a small, intimate ceremony surrounded by 
family and friends. From that day forward, they were inseparable, navigating the highs and lows 
of life together with unwavering devotion.

As Garner's career continued to soar, Joanne remained a steadfast presence by his side. She 
was more than just his wife; she was his confidante, his partner in crime, and his most trusted 
advisor. Together, they weathered the storms of Hollywood, finding solace and strength in each 
other's arms.

Their love story was not without its challenges. Like any couple, they faced their fair share of 
ups and downs over the years. Yet, through it all, they remained committed to each other, their 
bond unbreakable and their love unwavering.

In 1984, tragedy struck the Garner family when Joanne was diagnosed with breast cancer. It 
was a devastating blow for the couple, yet they faced it with courage and determination. Garner 
stood by his wife's side every step of the way, offering unwavering support and love as she 
battled the disease.

Despite the challenges of Joanne's illness, their love only seemed to deepen in the face of 
adversity. Garner became her caregiver, attending to her every need with tenderness and 
compassion. Theirs was a love that transcended sickness and health, a bond that nothing could 
ever break.

In the years that followed, Joanne's health continued to decline, yet Garner remained by her 
side until the very end. She passed away peacefully in her sleep on November 19, 2014, 
leaving behind a legacy of love and devotion that would endure for generations to come.

James Garner was heartbroken by the loss of his beloved wife, yet he found solace in the 
memories they had shared and the love they had built together. He once said of their 
relationship, "I married my best friend, and that was probably the smartest thing I ever did."

In the years since Joanne's passing, Garner's love for his wife has remained as strong as ever. 
He often speaks of her with fondness and affection, cherishing the memories they created 
together and finding comfort in the knowledge that they will one day be reunited.



James Garner may have been a Hollywood legend, but it was his love for his wife that truly 
defined him. Theirs was a love story for the ages, a testament to the enduring power of true 
love. And though they may no longer be together in body, their souls will forever be entwined, 
their love shining bright for all eternity. And for those who wonder, it was Lois Josephine 
Fleischman Clarke Garner who held the heart of this legendary actor, making her the answer to 
the question, "who was James Garner's wife in real life?"


